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ORE than forty years ago great leaders like Leo XIII, 
Cardinal Manning, and Cardinal Gibbons, declared 
that the future belonged to the common people. What these 
men of vision foresaw, has actually transpired. This is the 
age of democracy. The scepter has passed on to the hand 
of the working man. The disturbances we are witnessing 
today in Russia and in India are but the travail of the new 
system now aborning in lands where autocracy has long 
held sway. This is the age of the plain man’s rule. The 
march of his cohorts will be halted by no power on earth. 
Mother Church is rejoicing. Christ was the friend of 
the plain man. He was born among shepherds. He plied 
the trade of the carpenter. He loved the plain folk, for 
He preached to them. He blessed their children. He healed 
their sick. He fed them when they were hungry, and He 
dried their tears when they were sorrowful. The Church is 
Christ’s Spouse. She loves whom He loves. She protected 
the poor man in the days of Feudalism, when she introduced 
many of her holidays in order to force the Baron to grant 
his serf a holiday. When Bishops and Abbots ruled over 
lands, the plain man prospered. The German peasant will 
tell you: “It is good to live under the crozier.” Cobbett 
with trenchant phrase contrasts the condition of the pauper 
of his day with the comfort of the-poor in the day when 
the Church held sway in Merrie England. And when mod- 
ern industrialism began crowding our great cities with hordes 
of workers, and Capitalism began exploiting the poor man 
for its own selfish purposes, who was it that raised his 
mighty voice in defense of the plain man? It was none 
other than the great Leo XIII, who in his Encyclical on the 
Condition of Labor blazed the way for every amelioration 
which has come to the working man of our day. 
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CHURCH Is REJOICING 


Again, I say, Mother Church is rejoicing. Lincoln said: 
“God has loved the common people, because he made so 
many of them.” The Church must love the common peo- 
ple, because she has so many of them. She will not suffer 
under the plain man’s rule. The plain man is a safe ruler. 
“Vox populi, vox Dei.” As a rule, the man in the street 
thinks sanely and acts discreetly. He may be led astray, 
but not for long. When the autocrat rules, he rarely suffers 
for his own mistakes. The poor man always does. Mostly 
his ambitions are bounded by the horizons of home life. He 
knows nothing of that ravishing greed which rides rough- 
shod over the rights of others in order to corral the wealth 
of a nation in the hands of the few. He has neither the 
means nor the leisure to imitate the vices of the great. 

There are those within the Church who fear the lay- 
man’s influence in ecclesiastical matters. They tell us that 
much of the grief which has come to the Church in past ages 
has been caused by lay interference. Historians trace the 
story of the layman’s meddling back to the days of Con- 
stantine, and all through the course of the Church’s history 
they adduce a mighty array of indictments against him even 
down to the dark days of the trustee system in our own 
country. Wherever the layman meddles with the govern- 
ment of the Church or with the administration of her tem- 
poralities, trouble is bound to ensue. However, never in the 
history of the Church has it been proven that the layman 
is a menace to order or a danger to peace wherever his in- 
fluence has been invoked, or his cooperation sought, in mat- 
ters purely spiritual. Charlemagne was accustomed to say: 
“Of a king I expect wisdom; of a scholar, learning; and of 
a priest, piety.” 

Eacu To Own FIELD 


Your average layman is not prepared to concede leader- 
ship to the clergy in matters pertaining to business or 
finance. In matters spiritual the layman is glad to con- 
cede supremacy to the priest. In all things pertaining to 
his soul’s salvation he is willing to be led. All the world 
knows with what unbounded confidence he receives the word 
of the priest in the pulpit and in the confessional, and with 
what childlike trust he confides the keeping of his soul to 
the priest’s consecrated hands. 
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The prerogative of leadership in the Church of God be- 
longs to the clergy. Bishops and priests are the Divinely 
anpointed leaders of the people. Who follows them follows 
Christ. But what is a leader without a following? What is 
a general without an army? Great praise is bestowed upon 
men like Pershing, Foch, Joffre. They were indeed great 
leaders, but what could they have accomplished had it not 
been for the gallant lads who lay for weeks in the mud of 
the trenches and who fearlessly rushed into the maw of 
death at their word? Archbishop Canevin of saintly 
memory in his lighter moods was accustomed to say: “We 
must respect the influence of the layman because he pays 
the bills.” This may be one, and at that a very practical, 
reason for respecting the power of the layman in the Church. 
It is certainly the least of the reasons why the clergy value 
his help. 

If you would gauge the layman’s influence in the spread 
of Christ’s kingdom on earth, look to the past. One day 
long ago a lone Galilean Fisherman entered Rome with a 
great project in his soul. This great metropolis of sin and 
falsehood must be transformed into a city of God. This 
city must become the center from which Christ’s doctrine 
would be carried to the ends of the earth. Peter dared not 
speak in the open. Death awaited the man who dared 
preach Christ. For 300 years the Christian religion was 
a crypto-cult. In cellars and caves a trembling throng gath- 
ered about the priest whose precious life must be guarded. 
And yet the Gospel seed was spread. The Church grew 
with such miraculous speed and vigor that Momsen, the 
great historian with the infidel mind, would not chronicle 
the history of the period because he could not grasp the 
miracle of it. How was this magnificent result attained? 
By the zeal of the Apostles? Yes. By the miracles of the 
early saints? Yes. But I am fully justified in the belief 
that this marvelous growth of the infant Church was ef- 
fected principally by the layman. It was he who carried the 
Gospel story to brother and sister and friend and neighbor. 













LAYMAN WON THE Day 







It was the layman of that day who won the pagan by 
his charity. ‘Behold how they love one another.” It was 
the laymen of that day who by his heroism drew the pagan 


392 CATHOLIC ACTION AND LAY RETREATS 





world to Christ. “The blood of martyrs is the seed of new 
Christians.” 

You have read the story of that grand enthusiasm which 
swept every land of Europe during the time of the Cru- 
sades. Men filled with love for Christ longed to possess 
that sacred spot once hallowed by His blood. ‘God wills 
it” was the battlecry. The flower of the nations’ manhood 
was sacrificed in the holy endeavor. Off to Palestine, off 
to Jerusalem they went. What though thousands died on 
the way of pestilence and exposure and hardship, what 
though thousands might perish on the field of battle, what 
though thousands might crawl with their dying strength to 
the venerable walls of that holy city, kiss them and die, 
the great enthusiasm lived—and army after army went 
forth to realize the holy enterprize. Call it folly if you 
will. The spirit of self-sacrifice and the deep devotion to 
Christ shown by the Crusaders is one of the most hallowed 
memories of the race. The story of the Crusades is the 
story of the plain man’s devotion to Christ and to Christ’s 
church. Peter the Hermit might preach. Bernard of Clair- 
vaux might inject all the grace and the fire of his splendid 


personality into the project, but it was the layman who 
carried the cross on his shoulder. It was he who made up 
the vast numbers of those crusading armies. 


THE FRANCISCAN MOVEMENT 


Were I to ask you to name the greatest religious move- 
ment that swept the earth since the days of the Apostles, 
you would without hesitation point to the Franciscan move- 
ment. You would tell me of Francis of Assisi, the Umbrian 
aristocrat turned beggar to preach a lost ideal. You would 
tell me of how he electrified the hearts of men by preach- 
ing and practising the ideals of Jesus Christ in an age that 
was all but petrified in the ways of worldliness. It cannot 
be gainsaid the Franciscan movement transformed the 
Church of God. How was the prodigy accomplished? Was 
it the glowing beauty of a truly Christ-like personality that 
so moved the hearts of men? Was it the learning and elo- 
quence of those great spirits, Anthony of Padua, Bonaven- 
ture, Duns Scotus, Bernardine of Sienna, whom Francis in- 
spired? Not at all. The Franciscan movement with its 
vast influence upon the Church took its impetus and its 
power as it takes its perennial endurance from the hearts of 
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the hundreds of thousands of plain people who rushed to the 
Franciscan standard. The Franciscan movement is noth- 
ing else but the uprising of the Catholic proletariat. The 
Third Order of St. Francis, with its millions of members, 
is even at the present day a witness to the power of the 
Catholic laity when brought in touch with high Christian 
ideals. 

But why search the pages of history for proof of the 
layman’s zeal. Look about you in the great diocese within 
whose confines you are assembled today. Our beloved 
Bishop can tell you of the prowess of his Catholic laymen. 
Just a few months ago we witnessed a spectacle of faith at 
Forbes Field, Pittsburgh, which might carry us back to the 
time of the Crusades. Seventy thousand stalwart men gath- 
ered to do honor to Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 
Seventy thousand tapers flickering, seventy thousand strong 
voices joining in that age-old anthem “Tantum Ergo Sacra- 
mentum veneremur cernui.”” Seventy thousand men from 
out the offices and factories of this great workship of the 
world, gathered with their Bishop and their pastors, to show 
all the world that faith still lives, to show all the world that 
Christ is still a vital force in their lives and in the lives 
of their children. Ask our good Bishop of the men and 
women who Sunday after Sunday go out to the mining 
towns to teach catechism to the children of the poor, these 
men and women who work for their bread on six days of 
the week and who work for the Lord on the only day which 
might be theirs to enjoy. Ask him of their devotedness. 
We have seen his lips move with emotion and his eyes dim 
with tears, for his heart speaks only to God in gratitude 
for the faith and devotion of these splendid Catholic lay 
folk who are the consolation of his rule. 


THE PLAIN MAN’s RULE 


These instances of loyalty and faith on the part of the 
laity plainly show us what a magnificent opportunity has 
been thrown in our way in this age of the plain man’s rule. 
This is the day of the Catholic layman. That is why the 
Holy Father is calling for Catholic Action today. What 
does Catholic Action mean? It means that the priest may 
not be satisfied in our day with seeing the layman at the 
communion rail at regular intervals. It means that he can- 
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not be satisfied with seeing him at Mass on Sundays and 
feast days. No, these words are a call, a clear call addressed 
to the priest, commanding him to make an ally of the man 
in the street. The layman of today must be imbued with 
a sense of his responsibility toward the Church and toward 
his fellow-man. 

He must be taught that every man can best ensure his 
own salvation by working for the salvation of his fellow- 
man. His apostolate is an apostolate of example, it is an 
apostolate of the word, it is an apostolate of action, which is 
brought into play by the interest he manifests in all works 
undertaken for the good of souls. But if the layman is to 
be a help in regaining the world for Christ, he must be 
given a more intimate knowledge of Christ. He must be 
taught to put on Christ. If there is one principle of the 
Gospel which the world has thoroughly assimilated, it is 
this: “By their fruits you shall know them.” 

The merits of the Church are judged by the conduct 
of the individual Catholic. There can therefore be no ef- 
fective lay apostolate without a deepening of the layman’s 
faith, without a strengthening of his will. Only so will his 
soul be filled with zeal for the work of God. How is this 
to be done? How was it done in the case of all men who 
have done great things for the glory of God and for the 
good of the Church? Read the life of any saint and you 
will discover that the things he did and the words he spoke 
were the lesser part of his activity. The man who would 
engage in the works of the apostolate needs the strength 
that comes of much prayer. He needs the help of the holy 
Spirit that comes to a man in the solitude of retreat. In the 
case of the layman, he must from time to time be taken 
out of the world. There must be seasons in his life when 
he walks with God. He must like Moses go up to the moun- 
tain top if he is to be a messenger of good tidings to God’s 
people. That is why this age of the layman is also the age 
of the layman’s retreat. 


PRAYER IS NEEDED 


The laymen’s retreat is the plain man’s post-graduate 
course in religion. We often regret that the average lay- 
man has not and cannot be expected to have that compre- 
hensive knowledge of the faith which comes to the humblest 
priest by reason of his training in sacred theology. How- 
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ever limited his mental equipment may be, the seminarist 
gets a view of the totality of the Christian religion which 
is his mainstay throughout life. It is a system of thought 
so perfect and so comprehensive that it dominates his in- 
tellectual outlook and colors every phase of his thought. 

Your average layman has a very meager knowledge of 
his faith. He studies his catechism at school. But once he 
goes out into life, he gets as much instruction as may be 
crammed into ten minutes of a priest’s busy Sunday morn- 
ing. The retreat is his post-graduate course in religion. I 
do not mean to say that all the time and effort of the 
retreat-master is given to instruction or to the treatment 
of apologetical subjects. But the systematical preaching 
of the word of God as heard during the retreat is in itself 
a course in Christian doctrine. 

Subjects are explained which are rarely touched upon in 
an ordinary sermon, and the series of retreat lectures com- 
ing in close sequence gives the layman a general view of the 
great truths of religion that he could not acquire otherwise. 
False views are corrected, scruples are cleared up, and the 
retreatant begins to appreciate the broadness and the mercy 
of Christ’s way of dealing with the soul. For the first time 
in his life the layman gets professional advice on the ques- 
tions that are harrassing his mind. He makes close con- 
tact with a priest. He mets him now, not from afar and 


surrounded by clouds of incense or enclosed by the confes- 
sional grille. 


His Reat FRIEND 


He talks to the priest face to face and finds in him a 
sympathetic and understanding friend, glad to answer his 
question and to settle his doubts. I have never yet met a 
layman who has not benefited by a retreat. I have met 
scores of men who have come from the retreat filled with 
fervent gratitude to God for the gift of faith and filled with 
a deep sense of their responsibility toward the Church, their 
Mother. They feel that a new and sacred relationship has 
been established between thm and the Church by reason of 
the fact that they have slept under her roof and eaten at 
her table. They come from the retreat with a more intimate 
knowledge of Catholic life and with a greater love for Holy 
Church. Naturally they are anxious to see her grow and 
prosper. This may be witnessed by the fact that the re- 
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treatants themselves have been the best salesmen for the 
lay-retreat idea. 

But your modern layman, if he is to become an apostle, 
needs more than a lively faith. He needs strength to live 
up to the teachings of Christ. Faith without works is dead. 
You have heard of the Irishman whom the priest admon- 
ished to keep the faith. He said: “Oh, Father, it isn’t the 
faith that bothers me, it’s the morals.” The lay apostle 
must be a fighter in his own behalf and in behalf of those 
whom he intends to benefit. The Church has a mighty 
battle on her hands today. Perhaps never before in her 
history has she been confronted by such titantic forces of 
evil. The superficial observer might be led to doubt this 
statement. 

The Church enjoys freedom almost everywhere. Every- 
where are her priests respected. Her schools are tolerated. 
Her churches are crowded. The Holy Father is far and 
away the most respected ruler in all the world. The mod- 
ern age is tolerant, humane. Therein lies the greatest dan- 
ger. The Church has always prospered in times of adver- 
sity. In times of prosperity she has languished. What the 
sword of the oppressor could not do, that was affected by 
luxury and wealth. I say that the Church today is facing 
a bitter conflict. Open warfare there is little, but the 
sabotage perpetrated against Christian principles is far 
more dangerous. Loose living is the fashion of the day. 
The gospel of materialism and hedonism is preached by a 
thousand agencies. False principles are being spread every- 
where and are finding their way to the fireside of our Cath- 
olic homes. 


ALL SPREAD POISON 


The social worker, the philanthropist, the teacher, the 
editor, all lend their aid to spread the poison. Everywhere 
the air is full of it. It takes a strong man to stand his 
ground against this barrage of false teaching, and more than 
natural strength of character is required. The all-powerful 
grace of God is the only force that can carry the layman 
through to victory. Is there anything in the world that 
can build a mightier defense about the heart of a layman 
than a fervent retreat? He carries with him out of the 
sacred solitude the thought of eternity, a deep conscious- 
ness of the eternal sanctions of God’s law. He carries with 
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him resolutions made under the searching white light of 
the eternal truths. He carries away with him holy thoughts 
and high aspirations, which will hover before him in the 
great struggles of this life like lightsome angels. He carries 
with him memories that will heal and burn. A new power 
has come into his life, a new fervor has been born in his 
soul, a taste for spiritual things has been cultivated that 
must give a tone and color to his life all unknown before. 

In ancient times people placed much store by the train- 
ing of a prince. The best minds were brought in to teach 
him, the holiest men of the realm were sought to guide 
him. In this age the plain man is a king, because the plain 
man rules. Brownson says that religion is more necessary 
in a democracy than in a monarchy. Precisely for the rea- 
son that every man in a democracy has a voice in the shap- 
ing of the nation’s destiny. The call has come to us to 
train the common man for the position he is to hold in 
human society. Let us give him the best teacher possible. 
Let us lead him to the feet of Christ. Only so can he ful- 
fil the demands of the lay apostolate. Why does the ordi- 
nary man seek wealth and pleasure with such avidity? Be- 
cause he has an appreciation for these things. Zeal presup- 
poses a keen appreciation for spiritual things. This appre- 
ciation for spiritual things can be propagated nowhere so 
well as in the solitude of the retreat. Show the plain man 
the beauty of his faith, show him the mercy, the pity, and 
the glorious courage of Christ and he will burn with zeal 
for His glory. Take the plain man inside the sanctuary. 
Take him into his Father’s house. Gentlemen, this splendid 
work is in your hands. This is your task in the lay aposto- 
late. Make the retreat not an exceptional experience, make 
it a common occurrence in the life of a layman and the Holy 
Father’s wish will be accomplished. 

Go out into the highways and byways of life and com- 
pel them to come in. The success of the layman’s-retreat- 
movement rests with the layman. Encouraging words 
spoken in the pulpit will help the cause, but the real work 
must be done by the layman himself. In working for the 
success of the Layman’s-Retreat-Movement, you are en- 
gaging in one of the most excellent forms of the lay aposto- 
late. You are engaging in hand to hand conflict with the 
powers of the world, the flesh and the devil. You are do- 
ing your part to win the future for Christ and His Church. 





Why the Retreat Movement 
Must Go On 


Rt. Rev. ARCHABBOT ALFRED Kocu, O.S.B. 


Address at the Laymen’s Retreat Conference at Latrobe, Pa., re- 
printed from the Pittsburgh Catholic. 


OY and consolation must fill the heart of every man who 

witnesses the progress that brightens the outlook on life 
and promises a happy future. Spiritual joy and happiness 
will invade the heart of every good Christian when he sees 
the advancement of the cause of God among men; exultation 
and gratitude are awakened in the heart of every priest and 
bishop when zealous laymen gather to discuss ways and 
means to further the kingdom of God upon earth and to lead 
men closer to the Heart of their Divine Saviour. It is my 
privilege and joy to speak to men who sincerely and eagerly 
strive to increase the number of true soldiers of God here 
upon earth. It certainly is my pleasure to address this as- 
sembly who have gathered together from the North and the 
South, from the East and the West, to further the work in 
the cause of the kingdom of God for the benefit of men in 
general and in particular for their own spiritual advance- 
ment. 

From the very beginning the question that meets us face 
to face is: ““‘Why the retreat movement must go on.” 

The retreat movement is not only useful, but necessary; 
not only necessary but imperative if the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ must serve as a bulwark against the onslaughts of 
our materialistic age. Our age is a materialistic one; many 
are guided in their works solely by financial and social con- 
sideration. What profit will I reap from a retreat? is the 
question that arises in the mind of many when the retreat is 
discussed. 

RETREAT’S LASTING EFFECTS 


Speaking of a retreat and what profit one derives from it, 
who does not think of a real and lasting reformation in our 
own moral and religious life? Who does not think of the 
meditations made upon the eternal truths of our holy relig- 
ion and the examination of our life for the purpose of seek- 
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ing and obtaining God’s pardon of past faults and sins and 
being thus converted into a “new man, created according to 
God in justice and sanctity” (Ephes. iv, 24)? Since retreat 
is necessary for priests and Religious, though they spend 
some time every day in prayer and meditation, who will be 
bold enough to venture an opinion that laymen will reap lit- 
tle or no profit from a retreat? A layman is continually on 
the firing line and exposed to all kind of dangers. Further- 
more, various occupations often prevent him from finding or 
taking time to reflect upon the serious and important side of 
life, its origin and aim for time and eternity. 

Again, another consideration convinces us of the impor- 
tance, usefulness and timeliness of lay retreats. A prevalent 
disease that afflicts the followers of Christ and is a source of 
much evil in the world is the lightness and thoughtlessness 
that has fastened an iron grasp upon our generation. It is 
the very same source of carelessness, indifference and neglect 
of which Isaias, the Prophet of old, speaks when he com- 
plains: “There is none that understandeth.” These account 
for distractions in spiritual and eternal things, and cause to 
increase by leaps and bounds the desire and thirst for pleas- 
ure, wealth and honor, which slowly extinguish in the mind 
of men the inclination and taste for things that are more ex- 
cellent, because they are wholesome and bearing on salva- 
tion and eternal life. 


“Back TO CHRIST” 


How then can we stem the tide that threatens to engulf 
mankind? What fight shall we put up to conquer the dis- 
ease that slowly gnaws the human heart and is ready to tear 
it away from its God? What remedy can we recommend 
that will bring men to realize their duties towards their Cre- 
ator, themselves, and their fellow-men? Our slogan must 
be: “Back to Christ.” To achieve this we must encourage 
the good, arouse the careless, strengthen the weakened, and 
raise those who have fallen by the wayside. 

This is the work of grace. But where is the stream of 
grace flowing more abundantly than in retreats? When men 
forgetting for a few days the burdens of life consider quietly 
and peacefully the one sole question: What doth it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his own 
soul? (Matt. xvi, 26.) Was it not the Divine Saviour Him- 
self who suggested the same remedy to His chosen ones 
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when He said: “Come apart into a desert place and rest a 
little” (Mark vi, 31) or, as the Prophet Osee says, that God 
“will speak to the heart in the solitude” (ii, 14)? What a 
profit resulting from a few days of communing with God! 

Besides these there are other advantages that concern 
each man’s own interior life. The scrutiny of his own inti- 
mate thoughts, words, and deeds marvelously develop his 
mind and heart. The retreat will be to him a higher school 
of learning; it will train his mind to weigh things carefully, 
it will strengthen his will, it will subdue his passions, it will 
perfect the image of his Creator in his own soul and point 
out to him the dignity that is his, if this higher school of 
learning influence his practical life. Thus he is on the road 
to put on Jesus Christ and to strive toward the “perfect” 
man (II Tim. iii, 17), who is able to say with the Apostle of 
the Gentiles: “I live, now not I, but Christ liveth in me” 
(Gal. ii, 20). 


SPIRITUAL FIRE OF LOVE 


Since the nature of physical fire is to burn, to spread, and 
to consume, what about the spiritual fire of love, enkindled 
in the heart of one who passes days in the school of Him 
who said: “I am come to cast fire on the earth, and what will 
I but that it be kindled?” (Luke xii, 49). Will not this fire 
branch out to affect those about him and thereby benefit so- 
ciety, State, and Church? The zeal for gaining souls, the 
apostolic spirit, that permeates all his work for the good of 
his fellow-men, the love of Christ, that urges him on to make 
Christ’s cause his own cause, are only some of the benefits 
that have accrued from the retreat. And to have others par- 
takers in these benefits is not only a choice but a duty. 

Is it not true that God in pursuing the plans of His 
providence often uses the instrumentality of men? As it is 
in the natural order, so likewise in the supernatural order, in 
the order of grace. Man must work for God and his fellow- 
man. We cannot withdraw from such a duty unless we do 
the impossible, change man’s nature and its needs. Our 
duty is plain. We cannot refuse to be our brother’s keeper. 
We know the first one who refused this duty; but we know 
also that his hands were soiled with his brother’s blood and 
his heart filled with hatred (Gen. iv). No matter what our 
walk in life may be, no matter what position we hold, no 
matter what riches we dispose of, we are still under obliga- 
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tion to Him who has uttered this commandment: “Love thy 
neighbor as thyself” (Lev. xix, 18; Matt. xxii, 39). The 
love of God without the love of our neighbor is impossible 
and altogether foreign to the teaching of our Divine Master, 
and the Apostle of love who said: “If any man say, I love 
God, and hateth his brother; he is a liar” (I John iv, 20). 


MANny ON WrRonNG PATH 


The fire of God’s love, which thus points out to man his 
duty to the individual, must pass over to civic authority and 
subjects. Men of all walks of life have come to realize that 
the power of good must be united in order to stem the tide 
of evil and crime. We are no pessimist, yet does not the 
wave of evil force us to admit that many of our fellow-men 
are on the wrong path, and are doing their level best to un- 
dermine order and authority, and have brought our laws into 
disrespect and opprobrium? Is there not need for our coun- 
try to pause and to look into its heart and to find the best 
and most powerful means to save and protect the glorious 
country of Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln? Let each in- 
dividual educate himself to be a man of character who re- 
spects authority and the God-given rights of his fellow-man, 
and let him realize that there is a God and responsibility. 
And who is more fit to be a leaven to society than he who 
sat at the feet of Him who by word and example defended 
and upheld the laws of His own day and country? 

And if we turn our eyes to the attitude of many of our 
citizens of this great commonwealth, toward the Church of 
Christ, are we not compelled to admit that there was never 
a time in the history of the Church, when the need of whole- 
hearted cooperation of the laity was more urgent than in our 
own day? And how can we meet the condition as it exists 
today? Give us a picked body of men, devoted to their re- 
ligion and instructed in its doctrine, fearless in its defense, 
and courageous enough to profess their religion. Have not 
even the few years of retreat movement’s existence conclu- 
sively proved that such a movement is the best means to ac- 
complish great things for God and immortal souls? 

Is it not these men, who have refreshed themselves in a 
retreat, who are going out into the world among their fellow- 
men, who are doers of God’s word and not hearers only? 
Give us an army of noble-minded laymen who inspire others 
by their example and conduct, and thereby bring men into 
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closer intimacy with their Creator. Give us men who en- 
courage and infuse into their fellow-men the true spirit of 
Jesus Christ who came to seek and save all that which was 
lost (Luke xix, 10). 


ZEALOUS LAYMEN NEEDED 


Give us laymen who see and understand with the mind 
of Christ, to love with the heart of Christ the supreme ob- 
ject of life and of the Church, men who earnestly strive to 
further God’s plans for the extension and preservation of 
Christ’s kingdom here upon earth. Give us Catholic men 
who pass through the world not seeking what they can 
get out of it, but seeing what they can put into it; men 
who fully realize the meaning of the words: I am a Cath- 
olic, which is something to be lived, rather than men who 
say, I believe in the Catholic Faith. The interests of 
Christ and of His Church cannot be safely guarded by us 
unless we are willing to exert ourselves. Apathy and luke- 
warmness towards the cause of Christ spells death or at 
least a dangerous affliction. In a battle where there is a 
question between Christ and Belial no middle course or 
compromise is possible. A strong offensive warfare is our 
sore need; for a defensive warfare gives the enemy all the 
advantage. We must tear down the ramparts of error and 
sin; we must break through the entrenchments of the foe; 
we must storm the stronghold of error and prejudice. Mere- 
ly to dig trenches and to await the skilfully planned on- 
slaught of the enemy is dangerous, and may end in a sur- 
prise attack and shameful defeat and rout. 

To renew all things in Christ, to hasten the coming of 
Christ’s kingdom over the entire earth, must be the dream 
and ambition of every Catholic who considers himself 
worthy of his Master. To believe that the laity are not 
called to participate actively in the great mission of the 
Church to convert the world and to seek and to reconquer 
lost ground, to protect her own, is almost a perversion of the 
noble term Catholic. The fact that Christ has entrusted to 
His Church to teach all the nations and to administer the 
Sacraments of grace, does not prevent the laity from being, 
as Leo XIII said, living echoes of the faith. Our Catholic 
men who have deeply drunk of the crystal waters of truth 
are the ones who can appear before the public and convey to 
them a program which is both Catholic and constructive. 
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Many DIFFICULTIES 


We are fully aware of the difficulties strewn in our path. . 
But let us consider was there ever a good work in the world 
that was not purchased at the price of disappointment, diffi- 
culties, hardships, anxieties? Ours is such a work. As fol- 
lowers of Christ, we not only may expect but must expect 
the sign of the cross to be stamped on our work, just as the 
glory of the eternal Thabor of the Man-God came through 
Calvary. Notwithstanding these difficulties, every Catholic 
and in particular every retreatant must be active and must 
have an outlet for the enormous latent force and energy he 
possesses through his union with Christ. Catholic men must 
become a social force in an age of serious religious prob- 
lems. They must constitute a unit, a great spiritual power- 
house, from which Church and State must draw strength and 
power and thus restore the world to Christ. This apostolate 
of yours is as wide as its activity is Catholic. It does not 
cease with the apostolate of good example; it pauses not at 
parish limits, it reaches to the uttermost ends of the world; 
for wherever a soul is to be found and to be brought back 
to the Fold of Christ, there your apostolate must exercise its 
influence. To restore all things in Christ (Ephes. i, 10), to 
bring the kingdom of God into the lives of all men, such is 
its aim. 

Men of the Holy Name, with your heritage of glory, 
there are cast upon you great and impressive responsibilities. 
The future of the Catholic Church depends upon an edu- 
cated, courageous, and cultured laity. ‘To enlighten all 
men” (Ephes. iii, 9) do your share and take your place 
shoulder to shoulder with your brethren in faith and follow 
on after your Divine Leader, Jesus the Saviour, ‘“‘so that 
Christ may dwell by faith in your hearts” (Ephes. iii, 17) 
and in the hearts of your fellow-men. Yours is the privilege 
and duty to cooperate with the clergy in those great religious 
problems. What the great Napoleon said of picked men: 
“To my guard nothing is impossible,” is also true of you, 
the guards of Christ the King. Nothing is impossible. “For- 
ward” is our slogan; prudent zeal our guide; love for God 
and immortal souls our motive; victory our end. 
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Rev. JosepH P. Turner, C.SS.R. 
Another Latrobe address, reprinted from the Pittsburgh Catholic. 


HE history of the Catholic Church from its very incep- 

tion down to the present day, is one uninterrupted story 
of trial and triumph, of battle and victory, of crucifixion and 
of resurrection. Like her Divine Founder, she has been the 
object of the scorn, the bitterness, and the hatred of men. 
Whether this hatred be born of bigotry or ignorance, of mal- 
ice or misunderstanding, the fact remains that no institution 
on the face of the earth has weathered the storms of opposi- 
tion that she has ithered; and suffered the lash of op- 
pression that she has suiiered. 

The age in which we live is no exception to this rule; for 
wherever we turn, we find the same blighting bigotry, the 
same supercilious scorn, the same diabolical diatribe hurled 
against her. Verily it would seem that in our day a godless 
world has marshalled all its forces—physical, social, and in- 
tellectual—to destroy the Catholic Church, the kingdom of 
Christ on earth. 

Pulpits that once proclaimed the Divinity of Christ and 
His Virgin Birth, are now vocal with their denials of His 
Godhead and of His miraculous inception. Universities that 
once taught the Divine origin of the Ten Commandments, 
and the existence of a personal God, are now sending forth 
their pupils confirmed atheists, blatant agnostics, and cyn- 
ical scoffers. Halls of legislature and courts that were once 
the temples of justice, are now busy grinding out their laws 
and decrees that smooth the way to easy divorce and marital 
infidelity. 

Companionate marriage, race suicide, contraception, and 
a thousand and one gates of immorality have been lifted 
high, and countless unsuspecting souls are being carried 
along by this almost irresistible tide. Current literature, the 
press, the stage, are dripping with the filth of what they 
choose to call the emancipation of the human race. The 
speculations of shallow scientists, and the dicta of decoying 
demagogues are poisoning the minds of the multitudes and 
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embittering the hearts of men. In the economic world, the 
age-old battle for bread is raging more furiously than ever. 
Depression and gaunt poverty have cast men into the slough 
of despondency, and Communism and Bolshevism are spread- 
ing their tenacles from benighted Russia to the four quarters 
of the globe. The supernatural, the spiritual, the immortal- 
ity of the soul, Heaven, Hell, religion, God, morality—all 
have been thrown into the discard; all have become myths; 
the dreams of poets, the morbid musings of morons. And 
so the diabolical orgy goes on—the dizzy dance of a pleas- 
ure-mad world, the grasping greed of a money-mad world, 
the vaunted vanity of a venal world, the crazy cravings of a 
Godless world. 

Oh, is there no power that can stem this destructive 
avalanche of irreligion? Is there no force that can resist this 
tidal wave of modern paganism? Is there no mighty arm 
that can hurl back to their dismal caverns these demons of 
apostacy and infidelity? 

Behold the Church of the Living God—the Catholic 
Church, against whom the gates of Hell will never prevail. 
She alone stands today as she has always stood down 
through the ages— uncompromising, inflexible, adamant 
against the forces of evil. And against her, as her implaca- 
ble enemy, these forces of evil have united today. She is the 
one mighty power they have determined to destroy; but they 
forget—she is Divine, and they are only human. For nine- 
teen centuries, like another Gibraltar, she has stood immov- 
able in the raging sea of life; and in those nineteen centuries 
the boistrous billows of bigotry, the raging tempest of igno- 
rance, the swelling waves of human conceit, and the mighty 
storms of human hate have spent themselves in futile fury 
against her. No, the gates of Hell will not prevail against 
her. She will weather the storm today as she has weathered 
the storms of the past and will come forth more vigorous, 
more beautiful, more youthful than ever before. 

And as in the days of yore, when great crises arose, God 
raised up leaders to guide the children of His Church and 
bring them safely through the maelstrom, so today, in the 
midst of this terrible tempest of irreligion, Divine Providence 
has given us a leader in the person of the great White Fa- 
ther of Christendom—Pius XI. To him we turn for advice 
and counsel. With profoundest respect we heed his warn- 
ings, 
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And what is the message he sends to his children through- 
out the world? What is the remedy he gives for the fatal 
malady that is gnawing at the very vitals of humanity? On 
the twentieth day of December, 1929—the Golden anniver- 
sary of his ordination to the Holy Priesthood, at a time when 
the whole Catholic world was on the tiptoe of expectation, 
when every Catholic in breathless reverence eagerly awaited 
his Father’s message, the Sovereign Pontiff, after enumerat- 
ing the evils of the modern world, proposed as an unfailing 
remedy, Catholic Action through lay retreats. 

In other words, he appeals to all Catholic men and wom- 
en to unite in the battle for God, the battle for souls, the 
battle for religion. And in order to be prepared for battle, 
in order to understand the plan of this spiritual campaign, in 
order to appreciate the value of prayer and supernatural 
helps in this warfare, he urges all to go to the spiritual train- 
ing camps, the retreat houses, and there in the very shadow 
of the Divine Commander’s tent—the tabernacle—to be 
drilled, and trained, and moulded in the spiritual life. 

Oh, where could you find a better remedy for the fatal 
malady of a sin-sick world? Blinded by the glare and the 
glitter of the tinseled toys of earth, it has given itself over 
to a gross materialism, a vulgar naturalism. And yet, de- 
spite its wanton indulgence, its unbridled license, its vain 
conceits, its poor heart is still weary, and its weary soul is 
still poor. Its distorted vision must be corrected; it must 
be taught the priceless value of spiritual things; the incom- 
parable beauty of supernatural things. If humanity is to be 
saved at all, it must be taught to lift its eyes from the sor- 
did, shallow trinkets of earth, and to focus them upon the en- 
during treasures of Heaven. 

And this, I would say specifically, is the God-given mis- 
sion of our Catholic men and women. Through them the 
spiritual life must be brought back to the world; and hu- 
manity renewed in spirit and strengthened in virtue. But to 
accomplish this mission, they themselves must be imbued 
with the right spirit; they themselves must be strengthened 
in virtue; they themselves must be instructed in the doc- 
trines of their holy religion. Only through these means are 
they equipped for the battle, and prepared for that glorious 
lay apostolate, through which our Holy Father hopes to at- 
tain Catholic Action. And this is precisely the purpose of 
the retreat house. 
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Oh, what a real relief it is for a man immersed in the 
countless cares of life, buffeted and torn by a thousand anx- 
ieties, worried and wearied with a thousand troubles to leave 
it all for a week-end, and to dwell alone with God in the 
rarified atmosphere of a retreat house! How refreshing it is 
in that sacred goodness of God; the starlit firmament reveal- 
ing the majesty of God; the multi-hued flowers reflecting the 
beauty of God; and the winged songsters proclaiming the 
love of God! Oh, there is sweetness, there is beauty, there 
is rest, there is real comfort in the retreat house if the men 
will but seek it! 

And there too is the chapel, and in it the Divine Magnet 
that draws willing hearts, repentant hearts, zealous hearts, 
yearning hearts to Itself. Day and night the flaming Eucha- 
ristic sentinel reveals His Divine Presence; day and night, 
He is there—the Eternal King, dispensing with lavish hand 
the treasures of His graces. And there, in that sacred Pres- 
ence, the retreatants gather round God’s anointed, and listen 
to the lessons Christ taught nineteen centuries ago; the les- 
sons of charity and purity, and honesty and manhood; the 
marvelous doctrines that fell from His lips in the Sermon on 
the Mount; the story of His sufferings and His death. Oh, 
it is all so different, it is so peaceful and restful, and clean, 
and wholesome—yes, it is another Thabor, another Trans- 
figuration that forces one to cry out, “Lord, it is good for 
me to be here!” 

And this, says the Holy Father, is the remedy for the 
poor, weary heart of man; this is the antidote for the poison 
of infidelity and irreligion. Oh, if men would leave but for a 
couple of days each year the maddening crowds, the moil and 
the toil, the rush and the roar, the stress and the strain of 
the busy city, and enter into a week-end retreat, what spir- 
itual vigor, what supernatural strength, what clear vision, 
what peace of conscience, what surcease from care they 
would find! God grant, that as a result of our Conference 
this year, thousands more of our boys and men will wend 
their way to these retreat houses, where, moulded and 
formed into lay apostles, they may go forth with hearts 
aglow and souls afire, to bring the world back to Christ the 
King! : 





“Quadragesimo Anno” 


A Selection from the Encyclical “On the Reconstruction of 
the Social Order.” 


BOVE all, let them hold in high esteem and employ 
with diligence for the benefit of their disciples the 
spiritual exercises, a most precious means of personal and 
of social reform, as We said in Our Encyclical ‘““Mens Nos- 
tra.”* These exercises We declared in express terms to be 
most useful for the laity in general and especially for work- 
ingmen, and We warmly recommend them; for in that school 
of the spirit not only are excellent Christians formed, but 
real apostles of every sphere of life are trained and en- 
kindled with the fire of the Heart of Christ. From that 
school they will go forth, as the Apostles from the cenacle 
in Jerusalem, strong in faith, unconquerable in steadfastness 
under trials, aflame with zeal, eager only for the spread in 
every way of the Kingdom of Christ. 

And in truth, the world has nowadays sore need of 
valiant soldiers of Christ, who strain every thew and sinew 
to preserve the human family from the dire havoc which 
would befall it were the teachings of the Gospel to be flouted, 
and a social order permitted to prevail, which spurns no 
less the laws of nature than those of God. For herself, the 
Church of Christ, built upon the solid rock, has nothing to 
fear, for she knows that the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against her; and the experience of centuries has taught her 
that storms, even the most violent, pass, leaving her stronger 
and triumphantly victorious. But her maternal bosom cannot 
but be stirred at the thought of the countless ills which 
tempests of the world occasion to so many thousands; at 
the thought, above all, of the immense spiritual evils which 
ensue, entailing the eternal ruin of so many souls redeemed 
by the Blood of Christ. No stone, then, must be left un- 
turned to avert these grave misfortunes from human society. 


*The Encyclical On Promoting the Wider Use of Spiritual Exercises, ‘‘Mens 
Nostra,’”?’ may be found in THe Catuotic Mino for February 8, 1930. 





